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426 The Illinois Petroleum Fields 

by a major fold its crest is very irregular and is interrupted by nu- 
merous minor domes and transverse depressions, which, together 
with irregularities of porosity, have been instrumental in segregating 
the pools. 

7. With one exception the best collection of oil was found over 
the broad flat areas. The domes over the entire field are logical gas 
reservoirs; but, contrary to expectation, the largest amounts of gas 
and oil do not lie at the apexes of the domes but a short distance 
below. 

Natural Gas. Illinois produces small amounts of natural gas in 
proportion to her immense quantities of petroleum. Her present an- 
nual yield has a value of about $600,000 and a rank of eighth among 
gas producing states. The total value of gas produced in Illinois 
from 1885 to 191 1 is about $2,649,000. The principal gas areas of 
the State lie within the main fields near Bellair and Hardinville, 
Crawford County, and north of Bridgeport, Lawrence County. The 
gas comes from raised portions of the oil horizon. Many of the 
oil wells produce small quantities of gas which is used, chiefly, for 
field operations. There are about forty gas wells that supply towns 
within or close to the oil fields. Gas is found in less commercial 
quantities at other points in the State, such as Sandoval, Greenville, 
Carlyle, Carlinville and Jacksonville. 



THE TRANSCONTINENTAL EXCURSION OF 
THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 

As the Bulletin has already announced, the American Geographical 
Society of New York celebrates this year the sixtieth anniversary of 
its founding and the occupation of its new building on Broadway at 
156th Street. No form of celebration seemed so fitting as an excur- 
sion across the United States, in which an invited party of European 
geographers should make the journey in company with a number of 
American geographers, who would show the visitors the most signifi- 
cant of our geographical features, the excursion to be closed by a 
meeting in New York, when the visitors should be invited to give 
some account of what they had seen. 

The plan thus outlined is now approaching its realization. The 
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leading geographical societies of over a dozen. European countries 
were requested to select from among their members a number of 
proficient geographers whom the American Geographical Society 
might welcome on the excursion. 

The sixteen societies which selected the European participants in 
the Excursion are : k.k. Geographische Gesellschaft Vienna, Austria ; 
Societe Royale de Geographie d'Anvers, Belgium ; Societe Royale 
Beige de Geographie, Brussels, Belgium; Kongelige Danske Geo- 
grafiske Selskab, Copenhagen, Denmark; Societe de Geographie, 
Paris, France; Gesellschaft fur Erdkunde, Berlin, Germany; Royal 
Geographical Society, London, Great Britain; Magyar Foldrajzi 
Tarsasag (Hungarian Geographical Society), Budapest, Hungary; 
Societa Geografica Italiana, Rome, Italy; Koninklijk Nederlandsch 
Aardrijkskundig Genootschap, Amsterdam, The Netherlands; 
Norske Geografiske Selskab, Christiania, Norway; Sociedade de 
Geographia, Lisbon, Portugal; Imperatorskoye Russkoye Geografi- 
cheskoye Obshchestvo, St. Petersburg, Russia; Real Sociedad Geo- 
grafica, Madrid, Spain; Svenska Sallskapet for Antropologi och 
Geografi, Stockholm, Sweden; Geographische Gesellschaft, Bern, 
Switzerland. The list thus constituted, with the addition of a few 
names otherwise invited, now includes over forty geographers from 
sixteen different countries, most of the delegates being professors in 
universities or officers of national geographical societies. It is safe 
to say that no such gathering of geographers has ever been brought 
from Europe to America. 

The Americans already enlisted, either as round-trip or as tempo- 
rary members, include, among professors of geography, Barrows and 
Cowles of Chicago University, Brigham of Colgate, Bowman of 
Yale, Davis and Ward of Harvard, Dodge and Johnson of Columbia, 
Fenneman of Cincinnati, Jefferson of Ypsilanti, and Martin and 
Whitbeck of Wisconsin, as well as a number of scientists from vari- 
ous parts of the country representing subjects allied to geography. 
Prof. W. M. Davis of Harvard University is Director of the excur- 
sion. Thus the party as now made up includes over fifty round- 
trip members and some twenty or more temporary members. 

The number of participants is still to be somewhat enlarged, and 
correspondence (addressed to the Director, Transcontinental Excur- 
sion, American Geographical Society, Broadway at 156th Street, New 
York) is therefore invited from proficient geographers (men only) 
who may desire to take part in the excursion for longer or shorter 
periods, and who can aid the American members already enlisted in 
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explaining our geographical features to the European members. 
Place on the special train in which the excursion will be made can- 
not be promised to all applicants, but it is hoped that all professional 
geographers who wish to take part in the excursion can be accom- 
modated in one or another part of the route. 

The excursion train will leave New York about Aug. 22 and re- 
turn in the early part of October. The route of the excursion in- 
cludes Niagara, Detroit, Chicago, Madison, St. Paul-Minneapolis — 
probably Duluth and the Iron region — the Yellowstone Park, Spo- 
kane, Seattle, Tacoma, Portland — probably San Francisco, possibly 
the Yosemite Valley — Salt Lake City, Grand Junction, Denver, 
Albuquerque, the Grand Canyon of the Colorado in Northern Ari- 
zona, Kansas City, St. Louis — possibly Memphis, Birmingham and 
Chattanooga — Washington and New York. Numerous stops will 
be made at points of geographical interest on the way. 

A most generous hospitality is promised at many places, where 
the party will be entertained in local clubs and taken about in auto- 
mobiles. The cities of the Far Northwest are particularly active. 
They are planning to take the excursionists up Mt. Rainier, through 
the superb forest that clothes the lower slopes of this great volcano, 
to the hotel situated near the timberline, whence the glaciers of the 
higher slopes may be seen; and also to Crater Lake, the waters of 
which occupy a huge cavity of engulfment in a once lofty volcano, 
one of the most remarkable features of the West, although as yet not 
widely known. Two days will be spent in Washington, where visits 
will be made to various scientific bureaus of the Government. 

The final meeting in New York will be made the occasion of a 
more general invitation than can be given for a limited excursion on 
a railway train; and at that time it is desired that the European 
geographers should have opportunity of meeting a large number of 
their American colleagues. Due announcement will be made of the 
place and date of this final meeting, as well as of the speakers and 
the subjects that they will treat. 



